The Agriculture Funding Consortium announces both a new call-for proposals and a new member organization.  This means more opportunity for collaborative research and development within Alberta’s primary and value-added agriculture industry.

The Agriculture Funding Consortium, which was created in 2000 to evaluate and fund agricultural research and development in Alberta, is opening their primary call for new research and development initiatives.  The Consortium is seeking applications for leading-edge, innovative and industry-relevant projects that will support the further development of the agricultural industry in Alberta.

The Consortium includes the following funding organizations: the Alberta Agricultural Research Institute (AARI), the Alberta Crop Industry Development Fund (ACIDF), the Alberta Livestock Industry Development Fund (ALIDF), Agriculture and Food Council – CARD Program, AVAC Ltd., the Diversified Livestock Industry Development Fund, and Climate Change Central (CCC) - the newest member to join the Consortium.  

“We’re pleased to be part of the Consortium as we see it to be a collaborative initiative that has already demonstrated an ability to streamline R&D in Alberta,” says Paul Hunt – Vice President of Climate Change Central.   

Climate Change Central is a unique public-private partnership that promotes the development of innovative responses to global climate change and its impacts.  Climate Change Central builds links and relationships between businesses, governments and other stakeholders in Alberta, interested in pursuing greenhouse gas reductions initiatives.

“Climate Change Central is a valuable addition to the Consortium.  They cover an important part of the R&D continuum and also have a unique mandate that complements the work of the other funders,” notes Alan Hall, Acting Managing Director for AARI.   Having CCC join prior to the announcement of the Primary Call for R&D applications was helpful in identifying priorities for environmental R&D in the agricultural sector.

The Fall Primary Call for applications is open for both research and development.    Research applications are open to basic and applied research initiatives.  They require a Pre-Proposal that must be submitted by October 1st.   Successful applicants in the Pre-Proposal round will be requested to submit a Full Proposal that is due December 1st.  The Pre- and Full Research Proposals will be reviewed by scientific review committees that also include external experts in the field.  Each of the funding organizations will then consider the reviews for each Proposal and determine if their organization is interested in funding the initiative.  Then all the funders get together for the Funding Round Table where they determine funding allocations and strive to joint-fund the Proposals and collaborate project management efforts.     

Development applications are open to a range of educational, marketing and investment attraction projects.  They only require a Full Application that is due October 1st.  Review committees that include experts in the development and pre-commercialization industry will review all of the applications.  Each of the funding organizations will review the results of the Review Committee’s input and determine whether or not their organization is interested in funding the initiative.  A Funding Round Table is also used to determine joint-funding opportunities for the Development applications.  

Funding applications can be made to any of the Consortium member organizations – but because a one-window application approach is used, applicants only need to submit one application.  Each application is then shared among all the members of the Consortium, unless the applicant does not wish it to be shared by all the funders.  “Using the one-window approach has been effective for the applicants because they only need to submit one application rather than applying to each organization individually,” comments Ross Bricker, Senior Investment Manager with AVAC Ltd.  “It has also been a tremendous benefit to the funders because we can concentrate on one set of applications and work on them together.  We’ve also seen that the applications are becoming more collaborative and strategic – a direct result of collaboration.”  

Applications and instructions are available at www.fundingconsortium.ca with further details and a listing of R&D priorities available on-line at www.alidf.ca; www.acidf.ca and www.aari.ab.ca.  

